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The Nativity
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As Josepll was a righteous man and did not want to expose Mary
to puuic clisgracc, he had in mind to divorce her quiet[y.’

Matt}ww 1:19
b % the ange[ had sone,

Mary stoocl in the c{oorway
anc{ Ioo](ecl out at tlﬂe [itt[e
viuage of Nazareth,
her heart laeatinlg fast.-
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uclclen[y, Mary c[aspec{ I‘ler kan(l to I‘ler moutl‘l.

josep“ i s[le sa{d a[oucl. ‘1 must te[[ JosszY

Josep]ﬂ was worldng in lu’s carpenter ’5 SI’IOP w}wn Mary appearecl at the cIoon
He looked up, surprl’sec{ to see her. What could be wrongc.2 But Mary looked
Lappy, excitecl.

Joseph cont{nuecl to wor[( wlrl{[e Mar\/ tou him everytl]{ng tllat }lacl happenecl,
He could see how excited she was. She c[ear[y didn "t understand how this would
change all their p[ans.

Josep}l was a quiet man. He watclled thougllthluy as Mary wa“@cl L)ac[< home.
Somet[u'ng l‘lacl happenecl to her, tllat was certain. But sure[y wllat sl‘le hac{ to[cl Irl{m

was too amazing to [Je true.
_]oseph sig]wc{. He rea[isec{ Im wou[c[
not L)e a[)[e to marry Mar\/ a{ter aH.




In those clays Caesar Augustus issued a decree '
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. ..

It wou[(l [)e Ilar‘(l [or‘ Mary. It was more than a weeI(YS journey on {oot :

Ancl everyone went to Lis own town to register.’ and some o[ the country was up]n’“A S}m I<new t[w La[)y s}w was carrying

Luke 2:1-3 would be born soon. As she gat}lerecl t}ungs for the journey, she knew she
. must Lz prepared ¥or thz l)irtl‘m o¥ I‘ter Baky son.
ave you Lzarc[? Joseph asl(ecl Mary, montlls [ater, as t[ley sat toget]ﬁer eating. Josep[l 3ui({ed t[’le c[on](ey, ancl l’le[pecl Mary, as t[ley WaH(eA toget}ler.

Akout t}le Roman cznsus?v S 11 - (J l_l [
oon they joinea other couples,
Mary nod&ed. lt wou[d mean trave“ing to Betll[ellem, tlle town o¥ d { [ , l] LH
and lamilies with children,

t}\eir ancestors. The Roman emperor wantec[ a“ lu’s citizens to go to tl’lel’l‘ ]( 11 . [
; everyone making their way alon:
e

e tow_r_1 to be counted. the same clusty road. "'

:-BetHel'lem ahead of tIﬂem, Mary felt relieved.
Sl‘ne was tirecl ancl uncom{ortaue‘ Sl’lQ Lnew tl‘lat it
wou[c{ not Le [ong Lefore her laaky wou[o[ lae Lom.
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tsicle Bethlchem shephercls huddled closer to the fire

tl'ley l‘lacl mac{e near t}le entrance to tlm sl‘leep [o[(l. Tl‘ley were

watclﬁng quiet[y, waiting ¥or clawn to come over the lwriZOn.
Sudclen[y, [igllt came through t]"le clar[(nes&

[t swoopecl down upon them and pourecl out over them. [t was so

hr{[[{ant tl‘lat t}wy stoocl up, slﬁe[c{ing their eyes and tremUinS in fright.

‘Donyt Le a[raic“ 1 sal’c{ a voice. (I have 300(1 news 1[or you anc{ £or

idm w]no[e Wor[clr Through tlw [ig}lt, the shephercls cou[cl mal<e out tlw shape
ofan angeL 7y LaLy has been born tonigl’nt in Bethlehem! He is Goc{’s Son.
.>/ou wi” {inc{ [u'm wrappecl in strips o[ c[oth ancl [y{ng ina manger.7
T'I:len 'tiie .S.I‘lepl’lerds saw hundrecls o¥ ange[s
G[ory to. Gocl in the lnghest Imaven tI‘ley sans.
Peace to lus pzople on earth]

Whé.n tI\e souncl me[tec{ away an(i t}\e shep}lercls [ouncl t}lemse[ves a[one
asam(*tpley}ooked at one anot[mr

l:are we waiting for?" said one. Let s find this Eahy ina mangerI .
el

i
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T o !4
— YSo they I‘lurricc.l oﬁ and {ouncl Mary ancl Jossz\, quar(l t}\at n{ght a[)out tl‘le message o[ t}le ange[ an(l t}\e amazing sigl\t tlﬂey had seen.
anc] the Lalay, wlw was [ying in t]’lQ manger., 'Tlﬁs cln’[cl is Gocrs Son,7 saicl one. r’”"lis is tIie Saviour o[ tl‘le wor[c{.'

ﬂ Luke 2:16 Then tl‘le sl‘lepherds [e[t tlw {ami[y a[one‘ Tl‘ney cou[c[n't wait to teu everyone
t was sti“

th bout what had h d.
(larl( when tl‘me shepliercls ran clown tI‘te lun into tl‘me now AR et 1
. i i Mary had said notlﬂing, but she treasured their words. Here was Jesus,
empty, st[ent streets o[ Betl’l[e}\em. Knowmg tlley were szarc]ﬂmg ¥or a manger, t[ley
L i Ler La[)y son. [Here was a mirac[e 5]’[2 cou[c{ Larcﬂy laegin to unclerstanc{.
| qmcuy came upon the p[ace wlwre a mot}ler was watcl‘ung over Iﬂer new—Lom [Ja[)y.

Joseph we[comecl tl‘lem to come ancl see tl‘ne s[eeping Cl’li[({. He was swaclcuecl . 3 ‘
tisl\t[y in strips of c[oth, [ying on the hay. T[wy fell to their knees. . i %9 v 3 p

‘His name is Jesus,7 Joseph to[(l them‘ - = i _‘ . - .
: -’Gloth_God!, 4 i A ﬂ
. r = | ‘
\_:

oking iro

ki
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The star tlwy had seen in the cast went ahead of them
until it stoppec] over the p[acz where the child was.”

Matt}ww 2:9

%e wise men saw the Lright star again in the sl(y and followed it until it

's‘leemecl to rest over a house in Betmehem.

T[ley c[l’m[)ecl cIown [rom their came[s ancl [e[t in tl‘lel’r sa&cﬂe [)ags [or tlle
3i{ts tlwy had [’JI‘OUS]‘lt with them. Quiet[y tI‘ley approac}lec[ the house and
were we[come(l insic{e.

Tlley llacl eyes on[y £or t}le youns CI’I{[C{. T}ley ¥eu to their I<nees.

"W have come to worslﬁp the new I<in§,7 said one.

‘\X/e saw I‘lis star in the sl(y,' sai(l anotl‘ter.

‘\X/e llave ljrougllts g{&s,’ saicl tl\e tllircL

T[ley ogerecl Mary t}le Si[ts tkey l’laCl ljrougl‘lt 1[rom the E,ast: go[d,
[rankincense and myrrl‘l. These were roya[ 3i{.ts, gi{ts for a Ling.

Then they [)owe(l [ow anc{ worshippzc{ Jesus.

Mary wonderecl at tlﬂese strange men in sucl’l rich c[ot}u'ng. Slle treasured
their cost[y gi[ts. She understood why tl\ey had come. J esus, her clu’[cl, was
born to be Idng.

T[le wise men [e[t Bet}l[e}lem Lut tLey went [)acl( to their country anot}ler

; way Lecause t[\ey were wamecl ina clream not to return to K{ng Herod.

25
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*So he got up, took the child and his mother cluring the nigl\t and

[eft for Egypt, where he stayecl until the death of Herod.’
Matthew 2:14-15

\%;;{3“, _] oseph Iiacl a terriue c{ream.

d He sat u}; suclc{en[y and shook Mary awake.
l '\X&' ;111u'st [eave tIﬂis p[ace,1 Le to[c[ lwr‘
e i:.!tlo [onger safel Get the child and Satl'ler some tl‘;ings

toget[ler. .

/A\s sl\e pac](ecl tl’lel’l‘ [ew [)e[ongings and some {ood [or t}\e
journey, _]oseph to[c{ Mary of Iﬁs clream. He ]<new s]ﬂe wou[cl
unclerstaml WI’[QI‘[ l‘le spo]<e o[ an ange[ wlw came witI‘t a message.
‘King Herod wi“ not rest unti[ he L)e[ieves tl'lat Jesus is cleacl,v JOSEPI‘[
=y told her. The ange[ said we must go to Egypt

ancl stay tllwre unti[ it is sa[e to retum.’

/\ fax?{:ml/as a{raid. S[w [i[te(l her son and strappec{ l‘lim to her [)oc]y. T[wn
2t [ cIarI(ness t]‘ley [e{t t}le [itt[e house t[lat llacl been t}leir llome.

\d cecl up and clown, waiting for the return of the wise men. When
L':q ey were not coming kacl(, }12 was furious. He sent I‘lis so[(liers into
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